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July 118

too soon
Registry team

to suggest date
after November

By Steve Limtiaco *3’
Pacific Daily News i
. . 9 'I.
July 1 is an unrealistic date t
the island’s political status plebisci
acconding to the group responsible
creating a voter list for the electio
l'he island’s mdlgenous eo)

ibrtheislm‘ld'sfumm ationship v
the United States. The options:
statehood, free association and
pendence. The non-binding vote
set the course for future status neg
tiations.
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Joe Bona. chainnan of the De-
colonization Registry Board. said
~ the group will recommend to the
Commission on Decolonization that
t=' the plebiscite be postponed until
some time after November, and that
the plebiscite be held as a stand-
?5 alone election, instead of being com-
o bined with the November General
f% Election. C hanging the date would

require action by the Legislature.

Borja said the problem is the gov-
emment's hinng freeze, which has
prevented the Guam Election Com-
mission from hiring registrars to reg-
ister eligible voters at mayors® of-
fices.

“Tcan’t hire these people. and my
staff right now is overworked by
the people coming in for regular
registration,” said Gerald Taitano,
executive director of the election
COMmMISSION.

The decolonization commission
did not meet officially yesterday
moming as scheduled because too
few commission members were pre-
sent to form a quorum. Attendance
has been a chronic problem for the
comumission, which has had to can-

ws, Friday, April 7, 2000
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July 1: Reports calle incomp

They're not as definitive
as | personally would

have hoped for.”

Leland Bettis

| executive director,

Commission on Decolonization,

referring to position papers

prepared by plebiscite task forces
cel or postpone meetings in the past. ualslatusoﬁlmls,“lepape:swﬂbe
Commission Executive Director  used as part of the public informa-
Leland Bettis said he believes at-  tion campaign that will teach voters
tendance was low at yesterday’s  about the various status options be-

meengﬁ because of a legislative  fore the election.. :

oversight hearin g that was happen- “They're not as definitive as [
ing about the same time. Three sen- personally would have hoped for.

ators are decolonization commis-  Bettis said, adding that the com-

sion members. - mission will deci :
Although ﬂwmnissim didnot  pen next. Seokie whiat will hap-

meet yesterday, task force members He said

got nto a heated discussion with included eTfef::?\?? i harvo

Bettis, who told them some of their fesearch on

l(ll{aln 'Sexisting status and the evo-
maccurate. The task forces Jast week oo the status each task force
submitted their position papers, in proposes for the island. Bettis said
which they researched the individ- ‘,il‘lﬁg;uh to c}eﬁne the

one of the task

position papers are incomplete or

Commission on Decolonization
members:

A Gov. Carl Gutierrez

A Ron Rivera

A Judge Alberto lomorena il 2
A Sen. Carlotia Leon Guerrero What

Ch

A Sen. Mark Forbes

A Sen. Vicente Pangelinan A The
A Mayor lsabel Hoggard colonizt
A Chris Perez Howard meet g
A Moribm Manibusan Adelup'
A Sanjay Sharmo anli {:
A Leland Bettis, m 3
 executive director s
forces as a position paper. D
Eddie Duenas, chairman of the  mission
statehood task force, said he is will-  papes:
ing to change the group's position "“\\h‘ﬂ
paper only if the commission can M“'?;

convince him that the task foree s ‘
work is inaccurate, “As far as we WOk
can tell, it’s factual,” he saxd. uSSR
r,....—--"‘
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