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Board: Postpone vote

=

I!

By Steve Limtiaco
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The Commission on Decoloniza-
ton will recommend that lawmakers
postpone the July 1 political status
plebiscite until the Nov. 7 General
Election.

Commission members yesterday
moming voted to ask for the delay, cit-
ing administrative problems that have
affected the election commission’s

ability to register voters and conduct
the plebiscite by July 1.

Election Commission Executive
Director Gerald Tai-

ties.

The plebiscite will allow the is-
land’s indigenous residents, as de-
.y fined by law, to

tano this week said the m‘.".om choose one of three
government’s hiring \ political status options
freeze has prevented him m for the island, from
from hiring additional . among statehood, free
registrars for the 0 ‘ association m inde-

s ' Non-

current staff already is overworked binding vote will be used to set the
performing its normal responsibili-  course for future negotiations with

the United States. The plebiscte date
already has been moved back sever
al tmes, and last year was changed
from December 1999 1o July |

The commission also will request
that a massive registration effort take
place during the Sept. 2 pnmary elec
tion to register indigenous residents
for the political status plebiscite.

It also will ask that Jan. 13 be set
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meet with rggresenlalwcs
from each pol itical status task
force to discuss the contents
of the position papers the task
forces submitted to the com-
mission last week. A task
force was created for each
status option, to research and
advocate those options. _In-
formation from the position
papers will be used during the
ongoing education campaign
for the plebiscite.

The task forces were given
alist of several issues that must
be addressed in their position
papers, but
commission
Executive Direc-
tor Leland Bettis

this week said the
Papers are in-
complete. Some
cr{annjluee,q took exception to
Al assessment of thiejy work
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