¢'ve got a plebiscite coming up on Guam in
November. And, as usual, we’re not going to

. be ready for it. Who do we blame for that?
pisalmost like there is a hidden plot, an agenda that dic-

s to the pcoplc of Guam whether they will be allowed

o vote. This plebiscite is supposed to be

a “Chamorro-only™ vote and should
be cause for great celebration in the
islands. For the first time ever, the in-
digenous people of Guam are going
to be allowed to vote on the issue of
their political future. They are going
to be empowered to tell the world
just what kind of political future they
want for their island.

When you consider how impor-
tant this could be, it seems to me that
the Legislature, the administration,

——

Ryl 2

~ should have something to say
_ plebiscite, but six of my
| changed
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End the stalling and register plebiscite voters

Washington than pulling apart. Last week, for example,
Gov. Carl Gutierrez told the Rotary Club at the Onward
Bea(_:h Re_sm't. that Guam will donate about $100,000 to
presidential hopeful Al Gore. Don’t you think this will
make the activists, seeking independence, mad?

The govemor said: “Guam’s in the political mainstream'”
He may have a point. At this meeting, the governor point-
ed out that Guam’s political status needs to be settled quick-
ly_so Guam camr move forward with plans to improve ties
with the United States and develop the island’s economy.

I seem to remember many years ago that we all voted for
a commonwealth status. I seem to remember that the peo-
ple of Guam, those who cast votes, voted for a “closer re-
lationship with the United States,” not separation.

“This Chamorro-only vote, supposedly coming up in No-
vember, would allow registered Chamorro voters to vote for
the options of statehood, independence or free association.
The vote is non-binding. Some residents have criticized the
lack of a status-quo option and others have claimed that not
enough education on the choices has been made available.

1 admit, I wasn’t particularly thrilled with this “Chamor-
ro-only” vote when it was first discussed. I figured 1 had
made a contribution to the island. 1 figured that I have paid
taxes to the government of Guam for 34 years, and thus, 1
about its political future. 1
thought that it was a little strange that I couldn’t vote in the

grandchildren could.
my mind. The people of Guam have

colonial status for close to 400 years, and it is time
adwwmmfaaagainﬂﬂmms.lwmﬂ\c

even have a Supreme Court to rule on those laws
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sit on the sidelines and cheer for this 201 of @i drtermmnstic
It may be that 1 feel this wav because | can ses ,- ?
clearly what the sentiment of the island wems o be | :
not for mdcptmjcmc. It 1s for h(‘f_‘plﬂg the Amencan pass ?
port and citizenship. and working with the rest of the coun- 5
try to better our lives. We do want self-government That ?
makes sense. But don’t we have self-government now? We
elect our own leaders. We pass our own legsiation. We g

My stand 1s positive. | think we should immediately reg-
ister all those Chamorros and let them vote m the Novem-
ber plebiscite. No more stalling.

Even this isn’t going to be all that casy. It s paniy a
matter of money. The Election Commmussion is m 2 bt of
chaos. They really need major reforms in how we conduct
elections on Guam.

But you know and 1 know that none of these reforms are
going to take place in the two months that are left before
any election or plebiscite.
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They could declare an emergency and do the reforms. bl
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there is opposition 1o that path. In
politics of the island, I'm not even sure we can have an ele
tion for mayors and the Legislature. And uniess we m
at supersonic speed, there is no way we _
honest-to-goodness Chameorros tor that all-imporiant
plebiscite. That means the activists will have won a3
They want to stall and stall until the polls look a I
brighter for them. | think that 1S WEODE.
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Joe Murphy is a former editor for the Pac
and writes his Pipe Dreams column daily.

w;@;ﬁwmm@aIﬂheowmed.lwillgladiy

mcundwbnmﬂ*iﬂm“’
B s i Mns il <



